
TDTA NEWSLETTER NO 2                JULY 23rd 2010 

Written by Mike Wright 

I trust that you are all enjoying our great summer weather; my wife and I certainly are doing so.  Now to the 
latest news of TDTA. 

1.  The AGM and WINE AND CHEESE  evening took place at Norton Village Hall on Monday 10th May. An 
apology for the late change of venue which turned out to be a very good choice as the hall is very well 
looked after with good kitchen facilities and plenty of easy parking. 

It was also good to hold the AGM nearer to some of our members in the South of the Borough and not just 
around Tewkesbury, the shame is that more people didn’t take the opportunity to renew old friendships and 
make new ones. 

The AGM saw the retirement of Mrs. Carol Harris as Hon. Secretary and her replacement by Mrs. Jude 
Perez who we welcome to the committee and hope she enjoys being part of Twinning. 

A vote of thanks was given to Mrs. Carol Harris for the work she had done during her time as secretary of 
TDTA. 

The length of service and all the work done by Mike Hill and John Russell was recognised by the 
presentation, by The Chairman, of a certificate to each of them making them Life Members of the TDTA. 
They were both surprised and delighted at the gesture. 

 

CHAIRMAN CHRIS LODWIG PRESENTING CERTIFICATES TO MI KE HILL AND JOHN RUSSELL  

The Chairman (Chris Lodwig ) and Hon. Treasurer  (Mike Wright ) were both re-elected to their posts. 

Brief outlines of future events were given including the Coach Trip to the Birmingham German Christmas 
Market on SUNDAY 5TH DECEMBER 2010 organized by Chris Lodwig, tickets £10.00. A short synopsis of 
the proposed Festival of Music and Dance  for 2011 was also given. 



We were extremely pleased to welcome from Miesbach Twinning, Joint Chairman, Josef Lechner, his sister 
Renate, Joint Chairman Paul Martin accompanied by Heidi. They came over at the invitation of The Mayor of 
Tewkesbury Borough, and TDTA committee, to attend the Mayor-making at Tewkesbury Abbey on 11th May. 

After enjoying some very pleasant wine and cheese, (with thanks to my wife Pauline, who helped organize 
it), we were entertained by two members of The Nailsworth Dramatic Society (Lisle Purchase and Mervin 
Rudge)  who performed the very funny sketch (“Dinner for One”), watched in Germany by millions of people 
on TV during New Years Eve and is in the Guinness Book of Records, as the longest running programme/ 
play on TV.  Our Miesbach friends thoroughly enjoyed it. 

2.  A PLAQUE PRESENTATION took place at the Borough Council Offices on the morning of Tuesday 11th 
May. This was to commemorate and thank the people and businesses of Miesbach for the extraordinary gift 
of £22,000 to help with flood relief after the serious floods in July 2007. 

Most members of the TDTA committee attended as the Mayor, Councillor Williams, unveiled a permanently 
sited plaque in the foyer of the Tewkesbury Borough Council Offices. 

 

THE MAYOR AND MAYORESS, JOSEF LECHNER, PAUL MARTIN AT THE PLAQUE UNVEILLING  

3. The TDTA committee  also took this opportunity to ask Paul Martin, from Miesbach, to make a 
presentation of a Certificate of Life Membership to both Major Tom and Rosemary Hancock (as they could 
not attend the AGM) in recognition of all the work they had done with the TDTA since its inception in 1982.  

They were both taken aback by the presentation and the committee were delighted with their reaction.  We 
look forward to seeing them and Mike Hill and John Russell at many future functions. 

5. MAYOR MAKING.  Chris Lodwig, Mike Wright and Dave Ford along with Josef Lechner, Paul Martin and 
their guests were invited to attend the annual ceremony held in Tewkesbury Abbey when Councillor Elaine 
Hancox was installed as Mayor of Tewkesbury Borough for the year 2010-2011. 

 



 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATE PRESENTED TO MAJOR TOM AND ROSEMARY HANCOCK  

 

4. PRESIDENT OF TDTA, In order for the TDTA to attempt to obtain funding from the European 
Communities Fund, at a recent committee meeting, Mike Wright suggested that the TDTA had a closer 
affiliation with the Tewkesbury Borough Council and his idea of asking the Mayor to become our President 
was unanimously adopted by the committee, so we can now move forward in our attempt to fund the 
proposed Festival of Music and Dance , hopefully to be held in 2011/12. 

 

THE MAYOR, ELAINE HANCOX, ACCEPTING THE PRESIDENCY OF TDTA FOR 2010-11 

 



The TDTA are delighted to welcome Mayor Elaine Hancox as our President. An official reception was held on 
Monday 5th June at Tewkesbury Borough Council Offices, where members of the committee welcomed and 
thanked her.   

We hope to start a biannual festival along with choirs and dance groups from both north Gloucestershire and 
Miesbach, (held here and in Miesbach alternately). Whilst this is still in its inception stage, we will keep you 
informed of its progress. 

If there are any of you who would like to come and join an ad-hoc sub-committee to move this idea forward, 
or you know of any family member or neighbour who might be interested, please contact Mike Wright 
(mike@ireley.fsnet.co.uk) or phone 01452849020 to discuss. 

 

THE MAYOR, MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE AND OUR FRIENDS  FROM MIESBACH 

6. BUSINESS CONNECTIONS. One idea being actively pursued is to try to get local businesses to link up 
with businesses in Miesbach and the surrounding area of Germany. 

To that end Mike Wright recently attended a business breakfast club at Sherdons Golf Club at Fiddington, 
explaining the history of TDTA, and giving some idea of our future plans and how UKTI can help businesses 
to export to Germany. 

We will keep you informed of the success or otherwise of these visits and any trips that might ensue, but if 
you are aware of any Business clubs near you that would like a talk on TDTA please contact Chris Lodwig 
(chrislodwig@hotmail.co.uk) or Mike Wright (mike@ireley.fsnet.co.uk) or phone 01452849020 

6. WEBSITE. Thanks to Mike Hill (Glos. Morris Men) and The T.B.C. Publicity Officer we shall shortly have 
photos of our latest events on the TDTA website (www.tdta-miesbach.co.uk) please look. 

7. COMMITTEE 2010-2011 

CHAIRMAN: - CHRIS LODWIG.                             VICE-CHAIR AND PUBLICI TY: - Mrs. PEARL STOKES      

HON. TREASURER: - MIKE WRIGHT                   HON. SECRETARY: - Mrs. JUDITH PEREZ 

TBC REP:- M/s AUDREY RICKS                            MEMBERS:-  DAVID FORD,  Mrs. JACKY MONAGHAN 


